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1. Claims 5, 6, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

"the rim", "said sleeve" has no antecedent basis. 
Regarding claim 8, "such as" renders the claim indefinite. 

Regarding claim 6 and 8, the recitation "well known" renders the claim indefinite. It is 
unclear what comprises the structure following "well known". 

2. Claim 1, 4, 5, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being anticipated by Shin 
(5816396). Shin teaches a device having a holding means and fastening means for fastening the 
holding means externally to the golf bag. 

Regarding claim 5, note the bifurcated hook 32 in Fig. 1 having two legs and providing 
gripping force for attaching 

3. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Shin in view of 
Mejeur (5566870). Shin meets all claimed limitations except for the hook and loop fastener on 
the billet member and on the strap. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the 
art to provide hook and loop fasteners on the billet and on the strap as taught by Mejeur, see fig. 

4. to provide added security. 

4. Claims 7, 10, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Shin in view of either Rogers (6571947) or Sidor et al. (4194547). Shin does not mention the 
cover being resilient. Either Rogers or Sidor teaches that it is known in the art to provide a golf 
holding being made from resilient material (col. 3, In. 29; abstract, In. 1 respectively). It would 
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have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to make the tube of Shin from resilient 
material to provide an alternative material for the tube. 

5. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Aliano, Jr. 
(5472084) in view of Rhee (4509643). Aliano, Jr. teaches a bag and a removable device being 
the sleeve 54 in Fig. 3. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to make 
the device 54 of resilient material, note portion 1, as taught by Rhee to provide the desired 
material for the bag. 

6. Claims 1, 2, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being anticipated by Perdue et 
al. (4869369). Perdue teaches a removable device having a holding means and fastening means 
as claimed. 

Regarding claim 2, note that each pocket 40 in Perdue is hollow opening ended as 
claimed. 

7. Claims 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Perdue in view 
of Slankster (7059470) or Little (D352392). To the degree it is argued that that the sleeve in 
Perdue is not a sleeve as claimed. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art 
to provide a tubular sleeve as taught by either Slankster or Little to provide an alternative pocket. 

Note that Perdue teaches an upper and lower tabs and slots at 30, 3 1 . 

8. Claim 1-2, 4, 7-10, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by 
Slankster (7059470). Slankster teaches a holding device with fastening means as claimed. 

Regarding claim 2, note the protruding tabs holding rings 66, and the slot where rings 66 
is inserted. Note also the similar bottom structure in Fig. 2. 
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Regarding claim 7, note that the hook at 25 or 70 can be attached to the rim of the bag as 
claimed, and note the belt on the bottom having portion 25 A in Fig. 1 . 

9. Claims 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Slankster in 
view of Mejeur. To the degree it is argued that that Slankster does not teach a belt. It would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a belt as taught by Mejeur to 
mount the ring 25 properly. 

10. Claims 1, and 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Little 
(D352392) in view of Shin (5816396). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to provide a belt as taught by Shin to secure the bottom of holster to the bag easily. 

11. Claims 7, 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Little as 
set forth above in paragraph 10, and further in view of either Rogers or Sidor. It would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to make the holster from resilient material as 
taught by either Rogers or Sidor to provide the desired material. 

12. Claim 3 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 

U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tri M. Mai whose telephone number is (571)272-4541. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Stashick can be reached on (571)272-4561. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Tri M. Mai 
Primary Examiner 
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